
 

  The Marines landed at Chapter Q’s gathering in 

December.  Commandant Lane D. Parker and Richard K. 

Schreck of the James L. Hammons Detachment 939 Marine 

Corps Reserves  spoke to our group about their participation in 

the Toys for Tots Program.  We were informed that over the 

past ten years, Marines have distributed an average of over 

15,000,000 toys annually and brought the joy of Christmas to 

an average of more than 6,400,000 less fortunate children.  

Chapter Q members each brought new toys and filled the 

collection box to the brim.  The Marines presented Chapter Q 

with the Commander’s Award for our support of the 2011 

Aiken Marine Toys for Tots Program. 

 Chapter Q welcomes new members Scott Hager and 

Barbara King to their first meeting.   Scott and Barbara are 

from Aiken and own a 2001 Blue 1800.   

 In January, the officers will meet in N. Charleston, so 

there will be no regular Q Gathering but we will try and 

capture the plaque on Jan. 21 in Seneca so plan on this ride!   

 We are all saddened by the loss of our District Rider 

Educator, Jesse Sammons, who passed away December 21.  

Please keep Jesse’s family in your thoughts and prayers.     

 

 Ride Safe, Ride Often and Ride with Q.  

                                              Allen & Peg Sutherland 

Next Gathering:  February 18,  Golden Corral, 2265 Whiskey Road, Aiken  Eat 9:00 a.m. Have fun at 9:30 
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The Next 
PLAQUE Attack 

will be  
Saturday, 

January 21, 2012 
at Ryan's Family 

Steakhouse  
1616 Sandifer 

Blvd  
Hwy123 ByPass  

Seneca, SC  
Eat at 12:00pm, 
meet at 1:00pm. 



 

 

  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  Q Members show off just one of the toys from the box full of toys they collected 

for the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program.  We were awarded the 

Commander’s Award by the Marine Corps Reserves. 
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   After the December Gathering, Jim Metz led Chapter Q members, Tim and Tammie 

Jones, Don Blevings, Stephen Baxter, Terry and Vickie Butler and Scott Hager and Barbara 

King out for a country ride.   
    As we rode through Aiken Christmas shopper traffic, Scott and Barbara peeled off to meet 
prior obligations.  Jim led us through neighborhoods between Silver Bluff and Pine Log Roads 
that some of us had never been in during our lifetimes living in the Aiken area.  We then made 
our way out through the Sweetwater area and into Edgefield County.  The pace was steady as we 
enjoyed twisty roads that led into McCormick County, onto US 221 and Clark Hill Reservoir 
Visitors Center and Dam Overlook.  We stopped and spent time at the visitorôs center enjoying 
the nature exhibits, rest room facilities, and of course the friendly company of fellow Gold 
Wingers in our group.  A Park Ranger came by and announced "you meet the nicest people on a 
Honda!" He then followed us outside and offered to take our picture.   Jim then led us back to 
Aiken via the town of Edgefield.  We even got to test our riding skills on an unpaved road in the 
midst of one of the Aiken equestrian communities!  We said our goodbyes back at the Golden 
Corral. 
   We all enjoyed the beautiful December day riding our Gold Wings together, and await our next 
outing with great anticipation!  We missed Allen and Peg who were travelling to visit relatives in 
Georgia and could not join in the ride, but are sure they will be along next time.  Tim Jones 
    Be sure and join us on January 21 as we venture out to capture the traveling plaque to Seneca.  
Weôll leave Reidsô (on Hwy 1) parking lot at 8:30 am sharp.  We need as many riders as possible 
to bring the plaque home.  Cars are also allowed. See ya there! 
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January 14, Officer Meeting, N. Charleston 

January 21, Plague Ride, Seneca, SC  

February 18, Q Gathering, Golden Corral 
See the District Website for any and all updated information of events around SC!  

http://www.gwrrasc.com/ 

      ATGATT stands for  

ñAll the Gear All the Time.ò  
 

For those of us in the Rider Education Program, we have made a commitment to safe 
riding. "Nobody leaves home planning to go down..." What ATGATT will do is minimize 
the injuries of a survivable accident. Obviously a helmet, eye protection, long sleeve shirt, 
full length pants, over the ankle foot wear and full fingered gloves are what we are 
committed to. These requirements are the minimum, get a good riding suit, jacket, pants, 
gloves, motorcycle boots, and full-face or modular helmet and wear them every time you 
throw a leg over. Itôs not extraordinary defensive gear. Itôs just smart. Top quality gear will 
cost a lot less than any hospital cost or maybe a skin graft. Itôs probably the best 
investment you can make.   The most important piece of safety gear you have is your 
brainéplease use it and wear ATGATT!  

 

Invisible?  No matter how bright our clothing and paint jobs, no matter how many lights 
and pounds of chrome we use to adorn our bikes, for some reason, we are nearly 
invisible. Itôs amazing. Seems like all you have to do to become invisible is to perch 
yourself atop a motorcycle.  

 

 
¶ 25% of motorcycle accidents were single vehicle accidents, in other words, just    the cyclist and 

the road, with no other vehicle involved.  

¶ The failure of other motorists to detect and recognize motorcycles in traffic is the predominate 
cause of motorcycle accidents with other vehicles.  

¶ The motorcycle riders involved in accidents are ESSENTIALLY WITHOUT TRAINING. 92% were 
self-taught or learned from family and/or friends. More than half of the accident-involved riders 
have less than 5 months riding experience.  

¶ Almost half of the fatal accidents involved alcohol.  

¶ Motorcycle riders involved in accidents showed significant lack of collision-avoidance skills.  

 
¶ To reduce our risks on the road: 
1. Participate in Rider Education 

2. Wear protective clothing and gear.  

3. Ride your own ride.  

4. Never drink and ride.  

5. Be vigilant. Be aware of other drivers/riders and be 
prepared to take evasive action if necessary.  

6. Keep your bike in good working order.  
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