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Next Chapter Gathering 
 

Chapter U will not meet in April due to 
the District Convention 

 
Join Chapter U on Thursday             

May 26, 2011                                                  
at Ye Olde Sandwich Shoppe  

in Seneca. 
Eat @ 6:30 pm; meet @ 7:30 
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*************************************************** ***************** 
 

Note from the Assistant C/D 
 
It was great to see everyone at the March gathering.  Since our C/D could only be with us briefly, I 
attempted to conduct our monthly gathering.  Hopefully, everyone enjoyed our time together and will tell 
their friends about us.  Remember, we will treat you so many ways, you're bound to like one of them. 
 
We had visitors from SCI as well as two from "JAM" (Just Another Member).  Tim and Terry Swain, SCI 
Treasurers, Art and Lucy Seavy, SCI R/E and Historian, Lou Achille, Area Chapters Technical 
Coordinator, and Isaiah and Joyce Rice, JAMs, joined us for a lively meeting, to reminisce about previous 
rides, and to talk about upcoming rides.  I want to congratulate Jeremy & Tracy on their selection as our 
Chapter COY and Kherington just adds more to it with her Princess Crown.  This truly is a family oriented 
organization.   
 
Lou gave us a good talk about maintenance and loading our cargo trailers.  Generally, we don't do enough 
maintenance and we load our cargo trailers based on available room.  But Lou gave us same items for 
consideration.  We want our rides to be safe and reduce our risk as much as possible, so we need to be more 
and better aware of our trailer maintenance and loading habits.  It wouldn't be enjoyable if we had an 
accident because we improperly/overloaded our trailers.  Great food for thought - Thank You Lou. 
 
Our District Convention is coming up soon and I hope that you will attend.  The area around Charleston is 
very scenic and historic.  There is much to see and do and, of course, many great places to eat.  Hope that 
you can join us at the end of April in Charleston.   
 
That's all for this month.  I hope you ride safe and keep the shiny side up. 
 
-- ������������������������  
 
*************************************************** ***************** 
 

Note from the Membership Enhancement Coordinator 
 

Chapter “U” is pleased to announce that Jeremy & Tracy Tichenor were selected as the Chapter U Couple 
Of The Year for 2011. They were presented with their COY Medallion's and name badges at our Gathering 
on March 24th.  
 
Jeremy and Tracy have been very active in Chapter “U” for several years and it is great to have them 
represent Chapter “U”. 
 
-- ��� ����	��
	���
������	��
	���
������	��
	���
������	��
	���
���  
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Meeting Notes  
March 24, 2011 

  
Nalmer welcomed 16 members and guest for the evening. We enjoyed members from several chapters for 
the evening. 
 
The District Convention will be held April 28th – April 30th. It will be in North Charleston at the Wingate. 
There are about 25 vendors registered to be there. 
 
Wing Ding 33 will be held July 6th – July 9th, 2011 in Knoxville, Tn. 
 
There will be a Trikes and Bikes Rally in Bowling Green, Ky from September 30th – October 2nd.  
 
Blessing of the Bike will be held April 22nd in Jenkinsville, SC at Little River Baptist Church. This is not a 
GWRRA sponsored event. 
 
The next plaque attack will be Saturday, April 2nd at Chapter “M” in Greenwood, SC at Ryan’s Steak 
House. Anyone interested in going has to be on bike to count. 
 
Several members and guests took a ride to Hartwell, Ga on March 19th.  The riders stopped at Saddler’s 
Creek BBQ.  Many good stories were shared over some great food; even though some used the red ketchup 
squeeze bottle (loaded with HOT sauce) on their french fries - very unexpected.  After the good times and 
great food, everyone went their separate ways.  
 
Lou Achille spoke on trailers. The biggest problem with them is dry wheel bearings. You need to repack 
them once to twice a year. Be careful to not over fill because the bearings can burn up. And trailers need to 
be perfectly parallel with a bike. Also, be sure not to overload our trailer. 
 
Jeremy and Tracy Tichenor were presented with Chapter “U” Couple of the Year for 2011. 
 
Sam spoke on rider education. See pages ? 
 
Roscoe: Went to Claudie.  Claudie ? 
  
Following these presentations, our Chapter drawings for the door prizes and 50/25-25 drawings, were held. 
 
50/25/25 – Gene Callahan and Tim Swain 
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Rider Education News 
 

Obtained/edited from National R/E "Gimme 5� �
Presented By:  J. Sam Burton, SCU R/E  

 
                                              TOPIC: 
�������������������������	
��	�
���
��������	������ �

 
 

Dawn or dusk conditions? Those are potentially dangerous times but not what I'm thinking. 
 
Riding in heavy traffic?  Another potentially dangerous time but, again, not what I'm looking for. 
 
Riding in the mountains with all the curves and stuff?  Possibly a dangerous time but, no. 
 
The majority of motorcycle crashes (90% according to the Hurt Report conducted in the 1970's) occur 
within the first hour of riding.  More interesting though is that 50% of the crashes happen within the first 6 
minutes!  That's why most crashes happen within 5 miles of home. 
 
The factors involved here are ATTENTION and CONCENTRATION.  We don't readily transition 
ourselves from one activity (like being at home or work) to another (riding the motorcycle).  How focused 
can we be on the inherent hazards of riding when we are still waking up or thinking about the problems at 
work? 
 
That's why becoming an ATGATT (All The Gear All The Time) rider can be so valuable. In my case, I 
have to go get the motorcycle keys from the cabinet at the front door, take my riding coat and put it on, put 
on my gloves, put on my helmet, take my gloves back off so I can fasten my helmet, put my gloves back on, 
walk out to the bike, take my gloves back off so I can get my keys from out of my pocket, etc. etc.  Yes, I 
have other things on my mind - like, where are we going for this ride - so I can't remember to keep my keys 
out  (I doubt that I'm alone here). The point is that all these small steps take some time.  During that time 
that I'm unconsciously getting myself READY TO RIDE, before I actually get on the bike. 
 
Being READY TO RIDE and having my head "in the game" helps me to ride more safely.  Are you taking 
steps to make yourself READY TO RIDE? 
 
Whatever the distraction, we need to use the famous expression “Be Careful Out There”. 
 
Ride Smart & Be Safe! 
 
				--������������ 				
				
*************************************************** ***************** 

Rides and Future Events 
  
Next Plaque Attack – Saturday, April 2nd at Chapter “M” – Ryan’s Steak House in Greenwood, SC. We 

will leave K-Mart in Seneca, SC at 10:00am. 
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*************************************************** ***************** 
Recent and upcoming Birthdays 

 
     

None this month! 

 
      

Recent and upcoming Anniversaries 
 

None this month! 
 

*************************************************** ***************** 
 

Pictures from March Meeting  
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