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A Few Words From Your CD

Hello everyone

HAPPY NEW YEAR, hopefully
no one hurt themselves with all the food
and partying over the last several weeks
| have tried to watch what | eat, although
it doesndét show,
my weight under control. Its that time of
year when | go and see my heart Doctor

and thatos the fir
still shaking my h
weight ?0, and | al
thing, dWell it co
trying!o. And aft
this iIissue, i1its pl
win, but | am trying. OK, enough of

that.

We have had some very nice rid-
ing weather lately, but if you do happen
to get caught out after dark, the tempera
ture drops rapidly, and without the
proper gear, it can get very cold. What a
|l ot of wus forget a
effect. There is a mathematical way to
figure this, but |
member the exact way to figure it out.
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What | do know is this, that when its cool out, as you go faster, it gets much
colder, and this is not good for the fingers and toes if not protected properly. The
other day | was riding back from Jess:¢
takes somewhere in the 2 hour and 45 minute range on the interstate. Well | found
that even though | had the warmest gloves on that | had, after dark, and at interstate
speeds, they were just not good enoug
off the interstate and rode the back roads, well at 45 to 55 MPH, it was still quite col
so | stopped and put on a garment that helps to protect my face, well that worked ve
well, but 1t also |Iimited my ability {
it on so | will have to find something else for that problem. Now my toes were ok, bu
my hands and especially my fingers got really cold, cold enough that while on back
roads, | used my high beams a lot and | had a lot of trouble finding the switch for the

high beam, | was loosing the feeling in my thumb so much that | had to look and se¢

where the switch was to use the high and low beams, sometimes not quite fast enou
for some because | didndét | ower the

Then when riding after dark, especially at this time of year, you always have t¢
be on the constant look out for deer and other four legged varmints, and | did see on
deer about 1/2 mile from the house, but | was already slowing down for my turn and
just walked right in front of me, never looking at me or at anything else that | could
tel | It just caswually wal ked across
al | and by the way, it was a | arge
could see was this huge furry body that was casually walking in front of me.

[
d ¢

For the next few days after that ride | was on the internet looking for good buy,
on heated gloves. Let me tell you, there are hundreds of different types and styles @
gloves and inserts to pick from, and when | was looking, they were still having lots of
after Christmas sales so | looked at many different pairs. | did finally decide on one
pair, the price was good and they were gloves, not inserts. Inserts are thin gloves y¢
put into another pair of gloves so | ¢
you have to have a controller to control the amount of power you use for the heat yo
want, the more power, the more heat, so by the time | got the gloves and the control
it came to a little over $165.00 but with free shipping. The power line hooks directly
to the battery and you can cap the power coupler so you can leave it connected ove
the summer months without any problem, just use a little tape and tape the wires to
the inside of the panel cover and | et
tried them yet, but when | do, | will let every one know just how well they keep your
hands warm.
meet i

Donodt out

the 21st.

forget
Hope to see you then.

on January

ng

Until We Meet Again, Ride Safe, Ride Often
Don Nichols
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January. Bbrrrrrrrr. Even though it marks the thick of winter, at least the days are

getting longer. We are all recovering from the many holiday celebrations and spe-
cial activities and returning to some semblance of normal, whatever that may be.
But most of all, January represents a new beginning, the start of a new year, an op-

portunity to look ahead.

For the Rider Education leadership of the South Carolina
District, January brings a new District Educator. Offi-
cially announced at the Annual Officers Meeting in
Charleston this past weekend, Jerry and Teresa Hill were
installed as the new District Educators, succeeding Jesse
and Sue Sammons. In their first official meeting follow-
ing the announcement, Jerry led a breakout session with
all the gathered Chapter Educators, or their delegates. [t
was a great introduction around the room and I think it is
fair to say we all look forward to working together with Jerry and Teresa to move
Rider Ed forward in the District. Congratulations Jerry and Teresa.

The other highlight of the day, at least for me, was our
own fearless leader presenting the summary of the year
for Chapter V. Now being the last letter in the alphabet
for Chapter designations means Don 1s always the last
Chapter Director to present. That means his comments
are always direct and to the point, and sprinkled with a
few good laughs. This year was no different. The as-

sembled leadership burst into applause when Don an-
nounced that this year, Chapter V will have four members qualify for the Master
Tour Rider patch together. Over all, Chapter V has been blessed and we collec-
tively pray for continued blessings for all.

As an Association, Gold Wing Road Riders faces many challenges. The good
news 1s we also have many opportunities. Rider Ed and Leadership Training are
actively seeking ways to bring informative and useful classes to the membership.
The Operations staff is working full swing to present a great rally this Spring. And
Membership Enhancement continues to work tirelessly to bring new members into
the Association. Yes, the decline in the economy has taken its toll on our member-



PAGE 4 SUMTER VICTORY WINGS i1 CHAPTER V JANUARY 2012

RIDER EDUCATION

ship numbers, but overall, Region A in general, and the SC District in particular,
are weathering the storm better than most. The Region and District leadership an-
ticipate 2012 will be the turnaround year back to positive growth.

So let us look forward. 2011, for all its trials and tribulations, was not a bad year.
Some of our members improved their lite skills with a CPR or First Aid class,
other chose to improve their riding skills with a motorcycle or trike course. Most
of our members chose to support our small Chapter with your presence at our
monthly meetings with nearly half of the membership earming perfect attendance
bars for 2011. Let’s see what we can do together this year to keep that trend going
strong. I welcome your ideas and suggestions. But most of all, Chris and I thank
yvou for your friendship and sharing this wonderful passion of riding our ‘“Wings
together.

As always,

Rider Often, Ride Safe., and God Bless

GOLD MG RO BIDERE BES0C AT

John & Chris
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¢C'S CORN

BIRTHDAYS

CHRIS PETRUSH JAN 25TH

JOHN BIRMINGHAM
JAN 25TH

$11,9(56$5<-6

Happy Anniversary

NONE

NEXT MEETING IS ON THE 21st OF FEBRUARY AT THE GOLDEN CORRAL,
EAT AT 6:00 PM AND MEET AT 7:00 PM

IF I HAVE MISSED ANYONE, LET ME KNOW AT maggiem@sc.rr.com




