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Hello everyone, 
 

 HAPPY NEW YEAR,  hopefully 

no one hurt themselves with all the food 

and partying over the last several weeks.  

I have tried to watch what I eat, although 

it doesnôt show,  I really do try to keep 

my weight under control.  Its that time of 

year when I go and see my heart Doctor 

and thatôs the first thing he says as he is 

still shaking my hand, ñHowôs the 

weight?ò, and I always say the same 

thing, ñWell it could be better, but Iôm 

trying!ò.  And after years of battling with 

this issue, its plain to see I donôt often 

win, but I am trying.  OK, enough of 

that.  

 

 We have had some very nice rid-

ing weather lately, but if you do happen 

to get caught out after dark, the tempera-

ture drops rapidly, and without the 

proper gear, it can get very cold.  What a 

lot of us forget about is the ówind chillô 

effect.  There is a mathematical way to 

figure this, but I donôt ever seem to re-

member the exact way to figure it out. 
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 What I do know is this,  that when its cool out, as you go faster, it gets much  

colder, and this is not good for the fingers and toes if not protected properly.  The 

other day I was riding back from Jesseôs Sammons funeral in Greenville, now the ride 

takes somewhere in the 2 hour and 45 minute range on the interstate.  Well I found 

that even though I had the warmest gloves on that I had, after dark, and at interstate 

speeds, they were just not good enough.  So remembering the ówind chillô effect, I got 

off the interstate and rode the back roads, well at 45  to 55 MPH, it was still quite cold 

so I stopped and put on a garment that helps to protect my face, well that worked very 

well, but it also limited my ability to turn my head and my helmet didnôt fit right with 

it on so I will have to find something else for that problem.  Now my toes were ok, but 

my hands and especially my fingers got really cold, cold enough that while on back 

roads, I used my high beams a lot and I had a lot of trouble finding the switch for the 

high beam, I was loosing  the feeling in my thumb so much that I had to look and see 

where the switch was to use the high and low beams, sometimes not quite fast enough 

for some because I didnôt lower the beam as fast as I should have.  

  

 Then when riding after dark, especially at this time of year, you always have to 

be on the constant look out for deer and other four legged varmints, and I did see one 

deer about 1/2 mile from the house, but I was already slowing down for my turn and it 

just walked right in front of me, never looking at me or at anything else that I could 

tell, it just casually walked across the highway and didnôt seem to be in any hurry at 

all, and by the way, it was a large deer, didnôt look to see if it had antlers or not, all I 

could see was this huge furry body that was casually walking in front of me. 

 

 For the next few days after that ride I was on the internet looking for good buys 

on heated gloves.  Let me tell you, there are hundreds of different types and styles of 

gloves and inserts to pick from, and when I was looking, they were still having lots of 

after Christmas sales so I looked at many different pairs.  I did finally decide on one 

pair, the price was good and they were gloves, not inserts.  Inserts are thin gloves you 

put into another pair of gloves so I didnôt want inserts.   Then there is the controller, 

you have to have a controller to control the amount of power you use for the heat you 

want, the more power, the more heat, so by the time I got the gloves and the controller 

it came to a little over $165.00 but with free shipping.  The power line hooks directly 

to the battery and you can cap the power coupler so you can leave it connected over 

the summer months without any problem, just use a little tape and tape the wires to 

the inside of the panel cover and let it ride there until you need to use it.  I havenôt 

tried them yet, but when I do, I will let every one know just how well they keep your 

hands warm. 

 

 Donôt forget out meeting on January 17th and our February meeting will be on 

the 21st.   Hope to see you then.   

 

                                Until We Meet Again, Ride Safe, Ride Often 

                                      Don Nichols 
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 BIRTHDAYS  
 
 
 

CHRIS PETRUSH JAN 25TH  
 
 

JOHN BIRMINGHAM  
JAN 25TH  
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NONE  
 
 
 
 

IF I HAVE MISSED ANYONE, LET ME KNOW AT maggiem@sc.rr.com  

NEXT MEETING IS ON THE 21st OF FEBRUARY AT THE GOLDEN CORRAL,  

 EAT AT 6:00 PM AND MEET AT 7:00 PM  


